CAPTATN GEORGE B, CHAFEE, U, S, NAVY

George Benedict Chafee was horn in Newark, New Jersey, on December 3o,
1908, son of Mrs, Harl W, (Edith Theall) Chafoe and the late E0ol. Chafgo. Ho
attended Central High School in Washington, D C., and entered the U, 4,
Naval Acadely, Annapolis, Maryland, on appointment from the State of Florida,
on July 8, 1926." As a Midshipman he wag Captain of the Intersollegiate Chame -
pion Small Bore Rifle Team in 193Q, Gradugting with the degreo of Bachelop
of Science, he was commissioned Ensign on June 5, 1930, and subsequently ad-
vanced in rank to that of Captain, to date from July 22, 1948,

After graduation from the Naval Academy he had Elimination £1ight
training at Hampton Roads, Virginia, and in September 1930 joined the USS
OKLAHOMA, in which he served ag g junior officer in gunnery until September
1931. He then reported to the Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Florida, as a
flight studont, and was designated Naval Aviator in September 1932, In Octo-
ber of that year he joined the Uy LANGIEY,, a unit of Carrier Division 2,
Battle Foree, for duty with Fighting Squadron 3, based on board, and served
as a pllot in that squadron until June 1935, vhen ho returned to Pensacola
for two years! duty as a Flight Instructor., :

From July 1937 until:May 1940 he was the senior Naval Aviator on board
the USS PENNSYLVANIA, flagship of the Commander in Chief, U, S, Fleet. When
detached he again returned to Pengacola, this time serving until the outbreak
of World War II in December 1941 as Executive Officer of VN2D8, a training
squadron at the Navel Air Station therc. In January 1942 he was gent to Ber
mda, B.W.I., where for ten months he was Commanding Officer of Scouting
Squadron 2D1 and Commander ¥Fleet Air Detachment, participating in anti-sub-
marine activities in that area. Ho was pilot of the first airplane to oper=
ate from Kings Point Naval Air Station,

During the period November 1942 until April 1943 he commanded Scouting
Squadron 23 and the Alr Group of the USS PRINCETON during the commissioning -
and treining perdod of that new carrier. In May he became the Air Officer of
the USS CABOT, and as such participated in the Marshall Iglands Campaign, in-
cluding reids on Truk and Palau, and the Hollandia Campaign, He is entitled
to the Ribbon for, and a faceimile of, the Presidential Unit Citation avarded
the CABOT for "extraordinary horoism in actionM during the period. January

1944 to April 1945,

Detached from the CABOT in April 1944, he reported in June to the Navyy
Department, Washington, D, C,, for duty which lasted after the cegsation of
hostilities;, until July 1947, in the Ship Instgllations Division of the Bu-
reain of Aeronautics, as Assistant Director for Operations. From August 1947
until June 1948 he was assigned to the Naval Aip Transport Servige, as Chief
Staff Officer to Conmander Pacific Wing, With redgsikgnation of that service
to include the Military ig: July 1948, he wag assigned duty as Personnel Offi-
ecory Paclfic Division, on the Staff of Commander Military Air Transport Sep-

vice.




Capt. George B, Chafee, USN C ‘ "~ Fage 2

In March 19 9 he reported to the Office of the Joint Chiefs of .5¢aff,
Washington, D. C., where he served until December 1950 as a member of the
Joint Militery Transportation Committes. He commanded the USS TIMBALIER (AvP-
54) during the next ten monthe, and from November 1951 until August 1953 was
Asgistant Chief of $taff for FPlans on the Staff of Commsnder Alr Foree, Po-
cific Fleet, He then retuined to the Joint Chiefs of 8taff Office for duty
with the Joint Intelligence Groap. When detached two years later he assumed
command of Floet alr Wing TWO. : ]

Under orders of October 8, 1956, he became Commanding Officer of the
Naval Air Station, Hutchinson, Kansas, and vn June 1%, 1958, he was ordered
detached and *o duty as Chief of Plang, Office of the Technical Director,
Airivays Modernization Board Staff, Washington, D. C.

Tn gddition to the Preasidential Unit Citation Ribbon, Captsain Chafee
has the fmerican Defenge Service Medal, Fleet Clasp; the American Campaign
Medal; fsiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with three operation stars; the World
War IT Vietory Medal; and the National Defense Service Medal,

Captain Chafee's father was gradvated from the U. 5. Naval Acadomy
in 1904 and later regigned. He later had active, and inactive, service in
the Army and was retired as a ldeubtenant Colonel after twelve years. He
later was cotired from Spefry Gyroascops Co., after thirty years, during
which time he developed a considerable amount of fire control equipment for
both the Army and the Navy. : :
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